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force some villages to which they had a claim, and had sometime before supplicat-
ed the attention of our government to it. In my impatience for advices I dread-
ed that every packet would bring afresh accumulation to our distresses, and the
news of commotions in every quarter. At this period a letter found its way to me
from Colonel Muk, who commanded the army employed against Mahdajee Sin-
dia, informing me of overtures made by that Chief for a separate peace. This had
been one of the objects of my journey to this quarter; but eagerly as I had sought
s uch an event, I was proportionably mortified to learn with what facility it might
have been accomplished, and how unseasonably our domestic misfortunes had hap-
pened to defeat so fair a prospect of it. I had no money, nor credit equal to the
s upply of 3000 Rupees; and by an unfortunate train of official perplexities, which
had happened some time preceding this, both Major Popham's regiment, the Ran-
gers, and all the corps of the garrison of Chunar, were four months in arrears.
This was our situation.

What force could be spared from the garrison of Chunar, added to Major Pop-
ham's regiment, was formed into a detachment under his command, and encamp-
ed on a plain about a mile to the eastward of Chunar. The greatest strength of
the enemy was collected at Pateeta, about seven miles from Chunar in the same
direction,

On the 27th of August Lieutenant Polhill arrived with six companies of Sepoys
belonging to the Nabob Yizeer's body-guard stationed at Illahabad, He was or-
dered to encamp on the opposite bank of the river for the purpose of keeping our
communication open with that shore. On the 29th he attacked and defeated a
considerable body of troops under the command of a principal chief, named Shehaub
Khan, who was stationed at a small fort and town called Seeker, within sight of
Chunar. The advantages gained by this success were the removal of that part of
the enemy, and the acquisition of a considerable booty in grain, which had been
the object of the enterprise.

On the 3rd of September Major Popham detached Captain Blair with his batta-
lion and ttfo companies of his own grenadiers to surprize the camp at Pateeta.
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